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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-6. Canceled. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for making a wood slat, the method 
comprising: 

providing a first bulk section of wood; 

cutting the first bulk section along first parallel planes in a successive first 
order to form succ e ss i ve s e parat e sect i ons, th e s e ct i ons d e f i ning first para l l e l plan e s 
and form i ng a plurality of first slats each having a face plane s e parat e wood pi e ces i n a 
d e sir e d shape ; 

fejoining the face planes e ach of said plura l ity of the first slats s e parat e 
wood pi e c e s in an a d i ff e r e nt order different than the first order to create fefma new bulk 
section in the form of a laminate with l ines disposed b e twe e n e ach adjac e nt pair of 
wood p ie c e s ; and 

cutting the new bulk section along second parallel planes to form the wood 
slat _a second s e t of succ e ss i v e sections d e fin i ng second para l l el p l an e s , the second 
parallel planes being generally transverse p e rp e nd i cular to sate the first parallel planes T 
the s e cond s e t of success i v e s e ct i ons form i ng a plural i ty of wood s l ats with each wood 
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slat d e fin i ng a l ength and expos i ng a plurality of th e li nos disposed s i d e by s i de and 
e xt e nd i ng throughout tho l ength . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of making a wood slat of claim 7, wherein 
the first bulk section of wood has joining marks that appear in the face planes of the first 
slats and that are substantially hidden in the wood slat , and wh e r ei n th e method 
e ff e ct i v e ly h i d e s th e jo i ning marks . 

9. Canceled. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of making a wood slat having hidden 
joining marks of claim 8, wherein the first sa\4 bulk section is in the form of a rectangular 
block. 

11. Canceled. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of making a wood slat having hidden 
joining marks of claim 8, wherein each of the s ai4 plurality of wood slats has h ave a thin 
rectangular shape. 

13. (Currently Amended) A wood slat prepared by a process comprising: 
providing a bulk section of wood; 
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cutting successive sections of the bulk section of wood, the sections defining first 
parallel planes and forming a plurality of individual s e parat e wood pieces i n th e d e sir e d 

rejoining the oach of said plurality of individual separat e wood pieces in a 
different order to form a new bulk section with l i n e s d i spos e d b e tw ee n th e r e join e d 
wood p ie c e s ; and 

cutting the new bulk section along a s e cond s e t of success i v e s e ct i ons d e fining 
second parallel planes, the second parallel planes being transverse p e rp e nd i cular to the 
sa\4 first parallel planes so that the wood slat has a desirable veneer appearance -the 
s e cond s e t of succ e ss i v e sections form i ng a p l ural i ty of wood slats hav i ng th e d e s i r e d 
v e n ee r l ook . 

14. Canceled. 

15. (Original) The wood slat prepared by the process of claim 13, wherein said 
bulk section is in the form of a rectangular block. 

16. (Currently Amended) The wood slat prepared by the process of claim 13, 
wherein each of the said-plurality of wood pieces ar e f i rst, manufactur e d s l ats that have 
a thin rectangular shape. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The wood slat prepared by the process of claim 13, 
wherein the second cutting step provides the wood slat with each of said p l ural i ty of 
wood s l ats hav e a thin rectangular shape. 

18. Canceled. 

19. Canceled. 

20. (New) The method of claim 7, wherein the second parallel planes are 
generally perpendicular to the first parallel planes. 

21 . (New) The wood slat of claim 17, wherein the second parallel planes are 
generally perpendicular to the first parallel planes. 

22. (New) A finished wood slat, comprising: 

multiple first manufactured wood slats each having a first face plane and at least 
one zig-zag joining line exposed on the first face plane, 

the multiple first manufactured wood slats being laminated together and sliced 
along a direction perpendicular to the first face planes of the first manufactured wood 
slats to produce second manufactured wood slats each having a second face plane free 
of any exposed zig-zag joining lines. 
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23. (New) A finished wood slat, comprising: 

a long thin rectangular shape having a final face of the finished wood slat, 

the final face being defined by periphery edges of a plurality of first manufactured 

slats each having a face plane containing joining marks in an undesirable pattern, 
the face planes being generally transverse to the periphery edges of the first 

manufactured slats so that the undesirable patterns of the joining marks are not 

exposed in the final face of the finished wood slat. 

24. (New) The wood slat of claim 21 , wherein the undesirable pattern of the 
joining marks is a zig-zag pattern. 

25. (New) The wood slat of claim 21 , wherein the long thin rectangular shape is 
a laminate. 

26. (New) The wood slat of claim 23, wherein the laminate is formed with at least 
one adhesion plane joining the face planes of an adjacent pair of the first manufactured 
slats. 

27. (New) The wood slat of claim 21 , wherein the plurality of first manufactured 
slats are selectively cut to preferred dimensions, and wherein the finished wood slat is 
selectively cut to preferred dimensions. 



8 



Application No. 10/780,062 Patent Application 

Art Unit 3635 

Reply to December 4, 2006 Office Action 
Attorney Docket No. C&M1.PAU.19 



28. (New) The finished wood slat of claim 21, wherein the second parallel planes 
are generally perpendicular to the first parallel planes. 
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